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clared that it pleased him much. " Sire/' re-
sponded Montaigne, "it follows then that I am
pleasing to your Majesty, since my book is pleas-
ing, for it contains nothing but a discourse con-
cerning my life and my actions." Having fol-
lowed to Soissons, amid lamenting crowds, the
body of Philibertde Gramont, la belle Corisande's
husband, who had lost an arm in the siege and
had died of the wound, Montaigne set forth on
his travels. He was accompanied by his young
brother Bertrand, Lord of Mattecoulon, the
Seigneur de Cazalis, probably a kinsman by mar-
riage, and the Seigneur du Hautoi, a gentleman
of Lorraine. At Beaumont the party was joined
by the Seigneur d'Estissac, doubtless a son of the
lady to whom the eighth essay of the Second Book
is addressed. The young man was the bearer of
letters of commendation from the King and the
Queen Mother to the Duke of Este. The troop,
riding on horseback, was followed by valets,
lackeys, and muleteers.

The youngest member of the party could not
have ridden with more of quicksilver in his nerves
than Montaigne, who was not far from his fiftieth
year, and who from time to time was subject to
acute attacks of what he terms his " colic". He
rode with an open mind, ready to enter into every
pleasure, prepared to fall in with all the ways and
manners of foreign places, disposed to think well
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